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SUCCESS
the MEASURE of



What are the true measures of 
success? Is success something 
that can be fully measured in 

the here and now, or is it something that 
only becomes evident later in life, or 
even beyond this existence?

Often, we quantify student and school 
success by achievements and accomplish-
ments – data, scores, and accolades relat-
ed to academics, athletics, and the arts. 
These successes certainly have a place as 
indicators of quality education. But, more 
importantly, and thankfully, the successes 
of Catholic education go even deeper. 

The impact of a Catholic education 
does not end when a student graduates 
from our classrooms. That is only the 
beginning. 

The true measure of success of a Catholic education is 
the formation of a life centered on Jesus, built upon the 
virtues of faith, hope, and love, and fortified by human 
knowledge. While harder to measure, this approach to 
life brings far-reaching influence beyond that which the 
measures set by our modern world can grasp. 

Thank you for joining us in these pages as we share 
and celebrate the undeniable academic excellence found 
in our Catholic schools as well as the formation of the 
whole child and the immeasurable foundation of life be-
ing built.

MARGARET
DUBOSE

Superintendent of Catholic schools

The ULTIMATE success, 
for our children is not 
measured merely by grades, 
scores on the playing f ield, 
or even by career 
opportunities; rather, it 
shows itself in the adults 
our children grow to 
become, living their faith 
and experiencing the joy 
God intends for them. 

SUCCESS
What does

mean to you?



SUCCESS
the MEASURE of Modern culture clearly 

places its highest value on 
the material life. It is easy 

to see, easy to measure, easy to 
judge. 

For children and young adults, 
that often translates simply to 
worldly accolades, recognitions, and 
wins. But there is another way. For 
we are not raising our children only 
to be successful children. 

THERE IS MORE. “what the
WORLD 

says

WORLD
    GOD
    YOU



what
GOD

says

T R U S T  I N  M E

what
do

YOU
say?

You may focus on academic 
excellence, scores on standardized 
tests, scholarships offered to 

graduating seniors, graduation rates, 
school accreditation, and academic 
honors. Or on extracurricular activities, 
including sports programs, arts, and 
special interests.

Certainly, those all can play a role in 
preparing children for their future and 
you will, of course, find them in the 
pages ahead.

But in our Catholic schools, all of 
those opportunities are presented with 
Christ at the center, giving each student 
the ability to see and trust Jesus in every 
aspect of their life. 



i n  t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  B i r m i n g h a m
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
BIRMINGHAM
Holy Family Catholic Academy* (K–1, 7–8) 
www.hfcatholicacademy.org

Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School* (9–12)
www.hfcristorey.org

John Carroll Catholic High School (9–12)
www.jcchs.org

Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic School (3K–8)
www.olsschool.com

Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Children’s Learning Center 
(6wks–4K) 

Our Lady of the Valley Catholic School (3K–8)  
www.olvbirmingham.com

Prince of Peace Catholic School (3K–8) 
www.popcatholic.net

Prince of Peace Adventure Ark Playschool
(6mos–2yrs)
www.popcatholic.org

St. Francis Xavier Catholic School (3K–8) 
www.sfxcatholic.com

St. Peter’s Child Development Center (6wks–4K) 
www.saintpeterscdc.com

St. Rose Academy* (Pre-K–8)
www.strosebhm.org

CULLMAN
Sacred Heart School (3K–6)
www.shscullman.com

CULLMAN (CONT.)
St. Bernard Preparatory School* (7–12)
www.stbernardprep.com

FLORENCE / DECATUR
St. Ann Catholic School (3K–8)
www.saintanndecatur.org

St. Joseph Regional Catholic School (3K–8)
www.catholichill.com

GADSDEN
St. James Catholic School (3K–8)
www.stjamesgadsden.org

HUNTSVILLE / MADISON
Holy Family Regional Catholic School (4K–8) 
www.holy-family-school.com

Holy Spirit Regional Catholic School (4K–8) 
www.hstigers.org

St. John Paul II Catholic High School (9–12) 
www.jp2falcons.org

St. John the Baptist Catholic School (4K–8) 
www.stjohnb.com

TUSCALOOSA
Holy Spirit Catholic School (3K–5)(6-12) 
www.holyspirit-al.com

* An independent, non-diocesan school

If we are uncompromising in our 

dedication to the TRUTH that is 

our Catholic faith, our children 

will be formed to combat 

cultural forces, nourished 

and encouraged on their 

journey to Heaven. 

TRUTH forms the whole 

child and measures 

their success 

in the eyes

of God. 



COGNIA 
ACCREDITATION

In 2022, our Diocese of Birmingham Catholic 
Schools were re-accredited by Cognia, a global 
organization which provides accreditation and 
professional services to more than 36,000 schools 
in 85 countries. The Cognia process uses rigorous, 
research-based standards to examine whole 
school systems to determine how well the parts 
work together to meet the needs of learners.

Regarding performance, the Index of Education 
Quality (IEQ) for our diocese was scored at 334 
points out of a possible 400, up from our 2015 
score of 281 and exceeding the current national 
average of 281. Our diocese also was commended 
for: 

Increased system-wide unity around our 
core mission and diocesan strategic plan 

Focus and support for students to achieve 
academically while immersed in the Catholic 
faith.

ACT
RESULTS

The ACT (American College Testing) is a college 
admissions test that helps institutions of higher 
learning assess college readiness and can have 
broad impacts for graduating high school students, 
including access to scholarships, admission 
acceptance, and course placements. 

In 2022, the ACT organization reported that 
the average ACT Composite score across the 
U.S. was 19.8. At its lowest level in more than 
30 years, the nation-wide average has dropped 
for five consecutive years. However, that has not 
been the case in the Diocese of Birmingham 
Catholic Schools. 

Average Composite scores for students in our 
diocesan high schools have increased year-over-
year and consistently exceed state and national 
levels. 

EXCELLENCE 
RECOGNIZED

Our Catholic schools and our students are 
seen and recognized.

Recognitions including National Honor 
Society and National Junior Honor Society, 
science fairs, spelling bees, National Merit 
finalists, teacher recognitions, essay 
contests, and the National Science Olympiad

Regional and state honors in football, baseball, 
basketball, softball, volleyball, swimming 
and diving, track and field, soccer, cross 
country, tennis, lacrosse, cheerleading, golf, 
and fishing

Visual Arts achievements, choir competitions, 
art shows, band competitions, theatre festivals

Sacramental life, prayer throughout each 
day, volunteer service hours, fund-raising, 
and projects to help those in need

OUR
GRADUATES

The 296 Class of 2022 graduates from 
diocesan schools, John Carroll Catholic High 
School, St. John Paul II Catholic High School, and 
Holy Spirit Catholic School, and graduates from 
non-diocesan schools, Holy Family Cristo Rey 
Catholic High School and St. Bernard Preparatory 
School, together delivered impressive results:

Graduation Rate: 
100%

Amount of 2022 Scholarships Received:  
$25,532,544

Hours in Service to their Communities:  
20,000+

Hours in Prayer, Communion, & Adoration: 
Incalculable

Diocesan schools exceeded MAP National 
Evaluation Norms. The yearly testing 
measures student achievement 
and growth in key academic 
areas for grades 3 - 9. 
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4,092

TOTAL STAFF

TOTAL STUDENTS

CATHOLIC
3,167

NON-CATHOLIC
925

Students receiving
Title 1 Services

468

Students eligible for free 
and reduced lunch

483

Students with disability, 
diagnosed by local
education agency

267

International students
13

Average ACT Composite Scores
(Class of 2021)*    
 * 2021 is the latest year with 
available comparative data 
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LANGUAGE

READING

MATH

Diocesan

National

Grades
3          4         5          6          7         8          9



STAFF KATIE
ZIELINSKI

MARGARET
DUBOSE

LORI
LINCKS

Margaret Dubose has served as Superintendent of the Catholic 
Schools Office of the Diocese of Birmingham in Alabama since 
July 2019. A lifelong participant in Catholic education as both 

student and leader, she has served in Catholic and public education 
as an administrator, reading specialist, and teacher. Before moving to 
Birmingham, she worked in both school and diocesan administration 
for the Catholic Diocese of Jackson in Mississippi, where she directed 
curriculum and instruction. Dubose holds master’s degrees in 
educational leadership and in curriculum and instruction.

Katie Zielinski, EdS, Assistant Superintendent of Academics, received her 
bachelor’s degree from Auburn University and earned her master’s and 
educational specialist degrees from the University of Montevallo. She is 

certified in instructional leadership, middle school mathematics, and 
elementary education. Katie has 10 years’ experience as a classroom teacher, 
12 years as a school administrator, and has just completed her fourth year 
with the Catholic Schools Office. Her background includes work in both 
public and Catholic schools. 

Lori Lincks, the Catholic School Office Administrative Assistant, is a recent 
transplant to Birmingham. Growing up in Dallas, TX, she received a 
wonderful and formative Catholic education in the diocesan schools. 

Her educational experience fostered deep appreciation for the excellence, 
character development, and spiritual foundation provided by Catholic 
schools. She continued her education at the University of Arkansas in 
Fayetteville, where she received a Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art. In her role 
at the Catholic Schools Office, she hopes to foster joy, servitude, and creativity 
for the growth and support of Catholic education. 

STRATEGIC PLAN
In 2018, a multi-disciplinary team of educa-

tors, administrators, clergy, members of religious 
orders, and community and business leaders 
developed a comprehensive strategic plan for the 
Catholic Schools Office of the Diocese of Birming-
ham in Alabama. Tremendous progress has been 
made in the years since, including the work of five 
committees established in the planning effort: 
Mission and Catholic Identity, Academic Excel-
lence, Governance and Leadership, Operational 
Vitality, and Marketing and Development.

Key accomplishments include:

Use of Northwest Evaluation Assessment 
(NWEA) Measures of Academic Progress 
(MAP) tools for formative assessment data 
with ongoing training for faculty and staff

Dedicated Human Resource guidance for 
schools

Code of Ethics for Catholic Educators 

Alignment of local continuous improvement 
plans and professional development goals 

Process and system for facilities inventory 
and assessment for each campus 

Enhanced culture of trust, communication 
and collaboration 

Priorities for 2023-2024 include:

Partnership with Mitchell’s Place, an orga-
nization focused on improving the lives of 
children affected by autism and other devel-
opmental disabilities

Partnership with the University of Notre 
Dame “English as a New Language” program 

Alignment and coordination of the Diocesan 
Advisory Council for Catholic Education and 
local school advisory councils/boards 

A copy of the Strategic Plan is available for 
download at bhmdiocese.org/schools.



Christ, our TEACHER, You 

said, “Let the children come 

to Me, and do not hinder 

them, for the Kingdom of Heaven 

belongs to such as these.” Thank you 

for the gift of Catholic schools where 

children come to praise and adore 

You, our heavenly Father, striving to 

live Gospel values enlightened by 

the Holy Spirit to grow in virtue. 

O Holy Family, guard and protect 

the hearts and minds of our 

students. Inspire educators to 

create a climate of love, joy, and 

sacredness within all Catholic 

schools. 

Bless and guide our families who 

daily give witness to the gift of 

Catholic education. Deepen our  

commitment to love and serve You 

and others as we build the Kingdom 

of God. Amen.

  a prayer for  a prayer for

CATHOLIC CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLSSCHOOLS

to all  those who give so generously

TO OUR EDUCATION
PROFESSIONALS & VOLUNTEERS:
Each of us is called to share the love and joy of our faith; you do so in joy and abundance.

All of our Pastors of Catholic schools, our faculty, and our administrative staff members
Priests, Administrators, Deacons, Religious and parish staff across our diocese
Members of our Diocesan Advisory Council for Catholic Education
Members of our local school and parish advisory councils and boards
Volunteers with our Parent-Teacher Organization, booster clubs, school and parish support teams
The Most Reverend Steven J. Raica, Bishop of Birmingham, and all Chancery staff

TO ALL WHO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:
Your support helps our schools enhance teacher salaries, provide classroom resources, and reduce 
financial barriers to Catholic education through scholarships and other tuition assistance.

Local school donations and fundraisers
Parish tuition assistance and other financial support
School and system endowments
Legacy gifts
Long-term planning / estate giving

MORE WAYS TO GIVE:
Faith in Education – A new diocesan fund that provides the opportunity to support diocesan
Catholic Schools through an annual fund to address priority needs and through an endowment
focused on eliminating financial barriers to Catholic education for families and staff in the future.
Go to bhmdiocese.org/schools for more information.

Scholarship Granting Organizations – You can redirect up to 100% of your existing State of Alabama 
tax liability to provide scholarships for students to attend our schools. Since this program was 
approved by the Alabama legislature in 2013, nearly 7,000 students have attended our Catholic 
schools on scholarships made possible by this effort. Talk with your accountant or simply visit
bhmdiocese.org/schools to start the process.

THANK YOU



C E N T E R E D  O N  C H R I S T ,

E N V I R O N M E N T S  O F  L O V E  &  C A R E ,E N V I R O N M E N T S  O F  L O V E  &  C A R E ,

O F  T H E  H I G H E S T  M O R A L  &  A C A D E M I C  S T A N D A R D SO F  T H E  H I G H E S T  M O R A L  &  A C A D E M I C  S T A N D A R D S

A N D  O F  J O Y - F I L L E D  L I V E S  O F  M I S S I O N  A N D A N D  O F  J O Y - F I L L E D  L I V E S  O F  M I S S I O N  A N D 

P U R P O S E  I N T E N D E D  B Y  G O D . P U R P O S E  I N T E N D E D  B Y  G O D . 

C A T H O L I C  S C H O O L S  O F F I C E    •    2 0 5 . 8 3 8 . 8 3 0 3    •    B H M D I O C E S E . O R G 


