
 

Synodal Encounter Prayer Service 

 
October 20th - St. John the Baptist, Madison,  

November 2nd - St. Francis of Assisi, Tuscaloosa 

November 4th - Cathedral of St. Paul, Birmingham 

November 8th - Our Lady of the Lake, Pell City 



 

EXPOSITION                       O SALUTARIS HOSTIA 

PSALMODY - PSALM 27 

God stands by us in dangers. God now truly dwells with me  
  

           - Revelation 21:3 

Cantor The Lord is my light and my help; 
  whom shall I fear? 
  The Lord is the stronghold of  my life; 
  before whom shall I shrink? 

Cantor 



 

Congregation When evildoers draw near to devour my flesh, 
   it is they, my enemies, and foes, who stumble and fall. 
   Though an army encamp against me 
   my heart would not fear. 
 
Cantor  Though war break out against me 
   even then would I trust. 
   There is one thing I ask of  the Lord, for this I long, 
   to live in the house of  the Lord, all the days of  my life, 
   to savor the sweetness of  the Lord, 
   to behold his temple. 
 
Congregation For there he keeps me safe in his tent 
   in the day of evil. 
   He hides me in the shelter of  his tent, 
   on a rock he sets me safe. 
 
Cantor  And now my head shall be raised above my foes who surround me, † 
   and I shall offer within his tent a sacrifice of  joy. 
   I will sing and make music for the Lord.  
 
All   Glory be to the Father, And to the Son,  
   And to the Holy Spirit.  
   As it was in the beginning, is now, And ever shall be, 
   world without end. Amen.   

All 



 

O pening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that 
God is not one to show partiality,  but in every nation the man who 
fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him. “The word 

which He sent to the sons of  Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He 
is Lord of  all)— you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout 
all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. 
“You know of  Jesus of  Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy 
Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. “We are witnesses 
of  all the things He did both in the land of  the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. “God raised Him up on the 
third day and granted that He become visible, not to all the people, but to 
witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and 
drank with Him after He arose from the dead. “And He ordered us to preach 
to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been 
appointed by God as Judge of  the living and the dead. “Of  Him all the 
prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him 
receives forgiveness of  sins.” 
 
      While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 
those who were listening to the message. All the circumcised believers who 
came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of  the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out on the Gentiles also. or they were hearing them speaking with 
tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, “Surely no one can refuse 
the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
did, can he?” And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of  Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days. 

READING                   Acts 10:34-48  

Gentiles Hear Good News 



 

Cantor   O Lord, hear my voice when I call; 
   have mercy and answer. 
   Of  you my heart has spoken: 
   "Seek his face." 
 
Congregation It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 
   hide not your face. 
   Dismiss not your servant in anger; 
   you have been my help. 
 
Cantor   Do not abandon or forsake me, O God my help! 
   Though father and mother forsake me, 
   the Lord will receive me. † 
   Instruct me, Lord, in your way; 
   on an even path lead me. 
 
Congregation When they lie in ambush, 
   protect me from my enemy's greed. 
   False witnesses rise against me, 
   breathing out fury. 
 
Cantor  I am sure I shall see the Lord's goodness 
   in the land of  the living. 
   Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 
   Hope in the Lord!  
� 
All   Glory be to the Father, And to the Son,  
   And to the Holy Spirit.  
   As it was in the beginning, is now, And ever shall be, 
   world without end. Amen.  (All sing the antiphon on next page)  

PSALMODY 

Cantor 



 

T herefore I, the prisoner of  the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner 
worthy of  the calling with which you have been called, with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one 

another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of  the Spirit in the bond 
of  peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one 
hope of  your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of  all who is over all and through all and in all. But to each one of  us grace 
was given according to the measure of  Christ’s gift. And He gave some as 
apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors 
and teachers, for the equipping of  the saints for the work of  service, to the 
building up of  the body of  Christ; until we all attain to the unity of  the faith, 
and of  the knowledge of  the Son of  God, to a mature man, to the measure of  
the stature which belongs to the fullness of  Christ. As a result, we are no 
longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by 
every wind of  doctrine, by the trickery of  men, by craftiness in deceitful 
scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into 
Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted 
and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper 
working of  each individual part, causes the growth of  the body for the 
building up of  itself  in love. 

READING                         EPHESIANS 4:1-7, 11-16  

All 

REFELCTION              MOST REVEREND STEVEN J. RAICA 



 

Cantor  My soul proclaims the greatness of  the Lord, 
   my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  
   for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
   From this day all generations will call me blessed:  
 
Congregation the Almighty has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his Name. 
   He has mercy on those who fear him  
   in every generation. 
 
Cantor  He has shown the strength of  his arm,  
   he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
   He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,  
   and has lifted up the lowly. 
 
Congregation He has filled the hungry with good things,  
   and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 
Cantor  He has come to the help of  his servant Israel,  
   for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
   The promise he made to our fathers,  
   to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 
All   Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  
   and to the Holy Spirit:  
   as it was in the beginning, is now,  
   and will be for ever. Amen.  

MAGNIFICAT - CANTICLE OF MARY  

Cantor 

All 



 

INTERCESSIONS                

1. For the upcoming Synod in our diocese and across the whole Church, that 
the Holy Spirit would continue to guide and direct Pope Francis, Bishop Raica, 
our clergy, and all the faithful through seasons of  prayer, dialogue, and discern-
ment, into a deeper encounter of  communion, a holy experience of  participa-
tion, and a fruitful response in mission, let us pray to the Lord.... 
R. Lord, grant this we pray. 

 
2. That all of  us may experience an authentic encounter with Christ our true 
hope, and be sources of  this encounter for others, let us pray to the Lord… 
R. Lord, grant this we pray. 
 
3. That, guided by the Holy Spirit through the wisdom of  the Church, we may 
quiet our hearts and minds of  all resentment and predetermined outcomes, 
and let go of  our attachments to ideology, and truly listen to the voice of  God 
and the needs of  our brothers and sisters in Christ, let us pray to the Lord… 
R. Lord, grant this we pray. 
 
4. That the Holy Spirit, who guides us into all truth, will bestow upon the 
whole Church, and in particular, the general assembly of  the Synod of  Bish-
ops, a spirit of  discernment, filled with wisdom, understanding, and humility, 
let us pray to the Lord… 
R. Lord, grant this we pray. 
 
5. For the poor, the migrant, the elderly and infirm, the unborn, all who are 
marginalized, and all whose voices are stifled by weakness, estrangement, mal-
ice, or neglect, that the Church would be a place of  refuge and strength, truly 
attentive to hear them and respond in Charity, let us pray to the Lord… 
R. Lord, grant this we pray. 



 

W e stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself  at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are 

weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us 
down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our 
unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way 
of  truth and what is right. All this we ask of  You, who are at work in every place 
and time, in the communion of  the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: ADSUMUS SANCTE SPIRITUS 

BENEDICTION - TANTUM ERGO              



 

BENEDICTION                          TANTUM ERGO 



 

THE DIVINE PRAISES 

Blessed be God. 

Blessed be His Holy Name. 

Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true Man. 

Blessed be the Name of  Jesus. 

Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart. 

Blessed be His Most Precious Blood. 

Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of  the Altar. 

Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete. 

Blessed be the great Mother of  God, Mary most Holy. 

Blessed be her Holy and Immaculate Conception. 

Blessed be her Glorious Assumption. 

Blessed be the name of  Mary, Virgin and Mother. 

Blessed be St. Joseph, her most chaste spouse. 

Blessed be God in His Angels and in His Saints. Amen.  



 

HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE THY NAME      GROSSER GOTT Standing 


